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St Bees Island March 2011

In March, I  lead a  koala  team consisting of 
Adelia Nollet (a visiting student from France) 
and Rolf Schlagloth (a koala researcher from 
Ballarat  who  has  moved  to  Central 
Queensland recently).

We were  joined  by a  team of  six  from the 
Queensland  Parks  and  Wildlife  Service  and 
the Queensland Herbarium. We assessed the 
state  of  the  island  after  the  big  wet  and 
maintained  the  island  weather  stations.  The 
QPWS  team  was  doing  some  monitoring 
ahead  of  strategic  burning  of  the  island 
grasslands planned for later this year (if it is 
dry enough).

The island looked very green. All the creeks 
and springs were running water. The humidity 
ranged upwards from 75% during the day and, 
although  the  temperatures  only  reached  the 
low 30’s oC, the slack air meant that we were 
wet from perspiration most days. Adelia and 
Rolf were attempting to track and locate a few 
collared  koalas.  However,  only  four  radio 
collars seem to have survived the wet season 
so data gathering was sparse. I was looking at 
the weather stations. Three of the four were 
operating so we will  gather some data from 
this  cyclone  season.  The  koalas  seemed 
healthy  but  were  staying  in  the  shady 
rainforest shrubs and leafy eucalypt canopies 
to stay cool.

The best news was that there were quite a few 
blue gum (Eucalyptus tereticornis) seedlings 
across the island following the removal of the 
vast majority of goats. The bad news was that, 
in  the  absence  of  goats,  the  lantana  has 
thickened rapidly and long sleeved shirts and 
long trousers are standard dress now.

There were new caretakers on the island (John 
and Helen). This lovely couple has been very 
helpful and they were always cheerful. 
Alistair

Senate inquiry into the status of the 
koala

The Senate inquiry into the status of the koala 
has  received a  large  number  of  submissions 
from  a  wide  spectrum  of  the  community. 
These submissions can be read by going to the 
Senate website and following the links to the 
koala  inquiry.  Not  all  are  in  favour  of 
increased protection for  the koala and some 
reflect  very  local  concerns.  Taken  together, 
however, the range of concerns illustrates the 
controversy and emotion that koalas raise in 
our society. Hopefully the Senate inquiry will 
lead to some practical pathways to conserve 
this iconic species.
Alistair
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Field trips 

This year the field program is very confused 
as all trips have been rescheduled due to wet 
weather. Two more St Bees Island field trips 
are planned (July, September). The dates are 
not yet set.  Accommodation on the island is 
restricted with only one cottage available  to 
field teams. So if you are interested in joining 
us please check to see if  space is  available. 
We hope to run two trips to Springsure. The 
first will be in autumn or early winter and will 
be of short duration – a few days.  The second 
will be for about two weeks in October and 
will be a tree planting trip.  Again, if you are 
interested  in  joining  either  of  these  trips, 
please contact us and we’ll advise of dates as 
they are decided and of available space.
Alistair

Most koalas were in the outer branches curled 
tightly in driving rain and gusty winds. Why 
didn't they seek shelter low down or under the 
dense canopy of rainforest trees and shrubs?   

Blue gum seedling emerging above dense
grasses  on St  Bees  Island -providing fodder 
for future koala generations. Before the goat 
cull  such seedlings  were impossible  to  find. 
Now  seedlings  are  common  -  especially  at
the  outer  edge  of  the  forest.
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Janette  Kemp  from  the  Queensland 
Herbarium  and  Andrew  Dinwoodie  from 
QPWS assess fauna habitats ahead of burning 
later this year. Look in the background at the 
thickening shrub layer in this formally open 
grassy forest. A lack of goats and a run of wet 
years have released luxuriant growth.

Another wet day on St Bees Island. Space was 
at  a  premium as  the  team attempted  to  dry 
boots, clothing and equipment.

Adelia Nollet and Rolf Schlagloth resting on 
St Bees Island after a torrid search for koalas 
in Honeymoon Bay.
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Mission

CQ Koala Volunteers seek the conservation of the  
koala and other tree living mammals in Central  
Queensland by

• Supporting  research  into  koalas,  other  
arboreal  mammals  and  their  habitat  
through  (a)  providing  volunteer  support  
to research projects, and (b) assisting in  
the raising of funds for research and the  
volunteer teams;

• Developing public awareness of the needs  
of koalas, tree living mammals and their  
habitat requirements generally;

• Fostering  community  support  for  koalas  
and tree living mammals generally;

• Encouraging  and  assisting  with  the  
development  of  habitat  rehabilitation  
projects  where  necessary  through  the  
region;

• Supporting the rehabilitation and release  
of  sick,  injured or  displaced koalas and  
tree living mammals.

The Central Queensland Koala Volunteers are not  
about  stopping  development.  They  seek  to  
encourage planned development, which allows for  
the  co-existence  of  koalas  and other  tree  living  
mammals with human activity.
Funds  are  used  to  buy  equipment  for  the  
researchers,  to  fund  volunteer  field  teams  and  
provide  limited  support  for  animal  carers.  
Donations  may  also  be  made  to  the  Koala  
Research Centre of Central Queensland and are  
tax deductible. 

Office Bearers
Alistair Melzer, signatory, Chairperson
Carmen  Drake,  signatory,  CKQV representative  
on Koala Research Centre Board
Shirley Hopkins, signatory, Treasurer
Doreen Lovett, Editor: drl33@bigpond.com
Nick Quigley OAM, Web designer
Web: www.cqkoala.org.au
Direct correspondence to
Central Queensland Koala Volunteers
PO Box 1489
 or  call  Denise  on  0749309944  and  leave  a  
message.
. 

Springsure field trip December 2010

With  the  probability  of  rain,  Alistair,  Linda 
and  I  travelled  to  Springsure  for  a  short 
‘listening’ field trip. Before we had arrived at 
Emerald  the  road  was  closed  to  one-way 
traffic at one of the creeks. The weather was 
very uncertain and it would not take much for 
us to be held up in Springsure. At Springsure 
we  unpacked  our  gear  then  went  to  get 
groceries and as Alistair had to meet with a 
council member, Linda & I did a tour of the 
Art  gallery  attached  to  council  offices.  The 
display was work of friends Veronica Zeil and 
Ainslie  McMahon.  I  made  inquiries  about 
exhibitions  and  ended  up  booking  an 
exhibition for May, 2011.

Our ‘listening’ shift started about 7pm so after 
an early meal we headed to Minerva Park, it 
was beginning to rain so we donned raincoats, 
boots etc. We were set up at three sites along 
the  road  running  parallel  with  Norwood 
Creek. I was at  the furthest end armed with 
umbrella, torch, mosquito repellent, chair plus 
paper & pen to record any sounds of koalas 
calling.  Alistair  had chosen this  time of  the 
year as it is mating time for koalas and any 
males in the area would be calling loudly to 
attract the females.

I  crouched  under  my umbrella  listening  for 
that  familiar  nasal  snorting  sound,  but  the 
rain,  wind and  constant  buzzing  of  mossies 
around my face made it difficult to hear any 
other sound. In spite of that I did managed to 
detect a far off call of a koala.  After about 3 
hours of listening for calls, we returned to the 
unit to dry ourselves off.  We each had heard 
calling  so  koalas  are  still  in  the  area  even 
though  the  numbers  are  depleted.  Both 
Alistair and Linda said the croaking of frogs 
along the creek almost drowned out any other 
sounds.
 
The morning was sunny but with threatening 
clouds passing overhead. We went back to the 
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Park where Linda and I did a searching sweep 
of an area while Alistair checked on the young 
eucalyptus  trees  that  volunteers  had  planted 
during the year. The good season had resulted 
in  massive  growth of  blady grass  along the 
creek line making it hard to find some of the 
trees, but some appeared to be healthy though 
when you look at the very large dead trees it 
is going to be so many, many years for them 
to be replaced.

The  afternoon  was  spent  checking  the  trees 
that were planted on the water reserve. Quite 
a few of these trees were virtually drowned by 
the unusually wet season. The reserve was an 
old  drovers  camp  ground  so  we  fossicked 
about  and  I  found  a  1904  penny  in  a  spot 
where  Alistair  had  previously  found  a 
farthing.  I  thought they should stay together 
so gave him the penny. We then did a koala 
search, finding scratches but no animals. 

At  dusk we set  off  to  listen  for  calls  along 
Arcturus Road and again there was a constant 
chorus  of  frogs  along  with  the  mosquito 
buzzing. The sky was clear, with the stars just 
magnificent.   I  really enjoyed the couple of 
hours star gazing but unfortunately, I heard no 
calling of koalas - very depressing as this area 
was  abundant  with  koalas  when  I  started 
helping  with  research  twenty  years  ago. 
Alistair heard calls as did Linda so with good 
seasons  maybe  numbers  will  increase.  I 
believe there is a mine about to be opened up 
in the area so we can only hope someone will 
consider the koala and its habitat.

We left  for Rockhampton the next day with 
rain developing behind us, we arrived home to 
hear  that  rain had closed the roads between 
Emerald  and  Rockhampton  the  next  day.  It 
was a very enjoyable couple of days,
Carmen Drake

Many thanks  to  Ruth  Crosson of  Gladstone 
for  displaying  Central  Koala  Volunteer 
information and photos of research and field 
work  at  Tondoon  Botanical  Gardens  during 
the month of February with S.G.A.P. displays.
Carmen
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Alistair has received permission  from the 
Canberra Times to publish the article ‘Koala 
Number Crunch’ which is on the following 
pages.
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